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SUBJECT: COORDINATION MINISTER MITSOTAKIS EMPHASIZES GREEK 
INTEREST IN ATTRACTING FOREIGN INVESTMENTS 

1 . COORDINATION MINISTER MITSOTAKIS STRESSED THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT'S CONTINUING INTEREST IN ATTRACTING US AND 
OTHER FOREIGN INVESTMENT AND SAID THAT HE IS PERSONALLY 
COMMITTED TO STREAMLINING THE WORKINGS OF HIS MINISTRY TO 
ENCOURAGE FOREIGN INVESTORS. THE MINISTER MADE HIS VIEWS 
KNOWN DURING A MEETING IN HIS OFFICE ON JULY 6 WITH AN 
EMBASSY OFFICER AND A THREE-MAN DELEGATION FROM THE 
AMERICAN-HELLENIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

2. THE MEETING WAS ARRANGED AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHAMBER 
(AN ATHENS-BASED ORGANIZATION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN BUSINESS- 
MEN) TO CONVEY TO THE MINISTER ITS GROWING CONCERN OVER 
BUREAUCRATIC DELAYS AND OTHER OBSTACLES FACED BY FOREIGN 
INVESTORS. AS EVIDENCE OF THE DETERIORATION IN THE INVEST- 
MENT CLIMATE. THE DELEGATION POINTED TO A RECENT GREEK 
RESEARCH STUDY PUBLISHED ON JULY 1 IN A LEADING ATHENS 
ECONOMIC NEWSPAPER, "NAFTEMBORIKI," QUESTIONING THE 

VALUE TO GREECE OF ACTIVITIES BY "MULTI-NATIONAL” 
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COMPANIES. MITSOTAKIS DISMISSED THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE STUDY SAYING IT IN NO WAY REFLECTED THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS AND STRESSED THAT GREECE NEEDS AND 
WANTS INCREASED INVESTMENTS FROM ABROAD, PARTICULARLY 
FROM THE US. 

3. THE MINISTER WAS VERY RECEPTIVE TO THE DELEGATION'S 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

PROPOSAL THAT A COMMITTEE OF THE AMERICAN-HELLENIC 
CHAMBER HAVE ACCESS TO THE MINISTRY AT A SUITABLE 
LEVEL TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS IN THE INVESTMENT FIELD AS 
THEY ARISE. MITSOTAKIS SAID HE WOULD DELEGATE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY 
AND URGED THE CHAMBER TO COME FORTH WITH CONCRETE IDEAS 
ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE INVESTMENT CLIMATE IN GREECE. 
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